
A TREATISE ON 


Three-pence per ton per mile to the company, 
Horfe and boatman, - 
Agency, - - r 

Paffing machine, - 

W ear of the boat, - 

For io miles, - - - 
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For 220 ditto, - - 14 13 4 

or 3I. 13s. 4d. per ton : what the carrier might expert for his trouble 
cannot be eftimated, but it is probable this mode would not amount 
to half of what is now paid to broad-wheeled waggons j the expence 
from London to Mancheller being about 81 . 10s. per ton*, and 
the faving in time would be near three days. 

By the flow movement of the boats, every expence, except the 
horfe, will be the fame as the above ; but by the flow movement a 
horfe would take forty tons twenty miles for fix fhillings, which is 
about three-pence halfpenny per boat for ten miles, thus the horfe- 
hire on a boat to London would be £. o 6 5 

But by the quick movement the horfe-hire is 360 


2 19 7 

which is 14s. 10 |'d. per ton cheaper by the flow than the quick 
conveyance. 

Thus feeing that difpatch may be produced by fmall boats, they 
may become the means of conveying paffengers, and paflage- 
boats rife to much national importance j a convenience for paf- 
fengers might be conftructed in a boat fuch as lafl defcribed, or 

* If the tonnage was fixed at two-pence the ton per mile, which would be good tonnage 
on a. canal, the expence to London would be 2I. 15s. per ton, in which cafe there would "be 
little doubt but the goods might be delivered for half the fum they now coil by waggons. 

4 a boat 


CANAL NAVIGATION, 

a boat might be built for the purpofe, fimilar to the Fir A: Figure in 
the Plate of Boats ; which I fuppofe to be thirty feet long, four wide. 
and twenty feet in the centre for the accommodation of the paf- 
fengers. This fpace would give ample room to fifteen perfons, 
which fifteen perfons would not weigh one ton and a half on an 
average j confequently, fome repofitory fhould be conftru&ed for 
parcels, to endeavour to complete a cargo, and pay the boatman 
or proprietor. 

I will now fuppofe fuch a paffage-boat to navigate from London 
to Manchefter. In this cafe, as the weights would differ in almoft 
every journey, in proportion to the number of paffengers, it would 
be proper to contra£b with the company at a certain fum per mile, 
loaded or empty ; and, as the boat would feldom have more than 
two tons, fuch contrabl at 4 d. per mile would, perhaps, be the 
beft encouragement to paffage-boats, and a fair toll to the com- 
pany j if fo, the expence of fuch a boat to London would be as 
follows : 


220 miles at 4 d. per mile to the company, 
Horfe hire, - 

Agency, at 22 machines, 2d each, 
Paffing 22 machines, 2d. each, 

Wear of boat, - 


Total, JT. 

So that fifteen paffengers, at 10 a each, would pay the expences ; 
not to mention the carriage of parcels, which are very produc- 
tive } I will therefore fuppofe every paffenger to pay 20J. that the 
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